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with the Communists, and the Reichstag dismissed itself until
October. Two months later the unemployment figures touched
the four million mark.
Meantime into a distracted foreign political situation Curtius
had thrown a sudden bomb. On that very March 19 when the
fate of the ministry was in the balance, it was announced that
Germany and Austria had agreed to form a Customs union. There
is no reason to believe that there was anything very sinister behind
the move. Austria's financial plight, despite the League of Nations,
was even more desperate than Germany's and a customs union
had much to recommend it as an economic measure. But it was
folly to have turned it, as Curtius did, into a sensational announce-
ment at a time when France finding herself isolated in all the
discussions that were going on would welcome an anti-German
diversion. The end of it all was a crushing humiliation for the
German government. Three days later came a joint protest in
Vienna by France, Czechoslovakia, and—Italy on whose support
Germany was counting in her reparations fight. The platonic
approval of the Labour government in Britain was no support,
and within three days of a proud announcement of Germany's
political independence it was clear that she was going to be proved
more dependent than ever. The net result was a fierce oppo-
sition by France to the desperate appeals to the Allied powers to
let Germany declare a moratorium on reparations payment which
would have had at least a heartening effect on the nation driven
almost to frenzy by the allegations that Germans were being
taxed into starvation to swell the coffers of Allied capitalism.
Behind the scenes negotiations grew ever more complicated. A
visit to London by Bruening and Curtius, who were received by
King George, was taken by France as a manifesto of Anglo-German
conspiracy against French interests, and in face of all the evidence
France announced herself completely sceptical regarding both
Germany's inability to pay or the extent of her national distress.
Her politicians failed to see that it was no longer a question of
economic ability to pay; it was one of political impossibility to
pay. Eventually a typical way out was found. The role of saviour
was assigned to America, then frantically endeavouring at once

